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117 Ivan Leonidov
Commissariat of Heavy Industry,
Narkom tiazhprom
Competition project, unexecuted
Moscow, 1934
Elevational view from northwest corner of Red
Square, with round tower visible between the
other two
Ink, watercolor, and white ink on paper
25% x 54" (65 x 137 cm)

118 Ivan Leonidov
Commissariat of Heavy Industry,
Narkom tiazhprom
Competition project, unexecuted
Moscow, 1934
Elevation to Red Square
Ink, watercolor, white ink, and bronze
powder on paper
32V4 x 55Vs" (82 x 141 cm)

'

Opposite:
119 Ivan Leonidov
Commissariat of Heavy Industry,
Narkom tiazhprom
Competition project, unexecuted
Moscow, 1934
Perspective looking north along Red Square
elevation toward Bolshoi Theater
Ink and watercolor on paper
69% x 461/2" (177.5x117.5 cm)
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120 Ivan Leonidov
Commissariat of Heavy Industry,
Narkom tiazhprom
Competition project, unexecuted
Moscow, 1934
Perspective sketch through cupolas of
St. Basil's Cathedral
Ink on paper on plywood
19% x 19%" (50 x 50 cm)

m 

121 Ivan Leonidov
Commissariat of Heavy Industry,
Narkom tiazhprom
Competition project, unexecuted
Moscow, 1934
Perspective sketch with a view of the
Kremlin
Paper and ink on plywood
19% x 19%" (50 x 50 cm)
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122 Ivan Leonidov
Commissariat of Heavy Industry,
Narkom tiazhprom
Competition project, unexecuted
Moscow, 1934
Perspective through the main entrance arch
looking out across Red Square to the Lenin
Mausoleum
Pastel on paper
22% x 14%" (57 x 37 cm)

123 Ivan Leonidov
Commissariat of Heavy Industry,
Narkom tiazhprom
Competition project, unexecuted
Moscow, 1934
General plan
Ink, gouache, and white ink on doubled
tracing paper
17% x 401/e" (45 x 102 cm)



124 Ivan Leonidov
Commissariat of Heavy Industry,
Narkom tiazhprom
Competition project, unexecuted
Moscow, 1934
Perspective detail looking up the rectangular
tower
Ink, gouache, and white ink on paper
63% x 17%" (162 x 45 cm)
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A History of the A. V. Shchusev State

Research Museum of Architecture

The A. V. Shchusev State Research

Museum of Architecture in Moscow,

established in 1933, was the first

museum in the world devoted solely to

architecture and has influenced the sub

sequent development of architectural

museums in a number of other

countries.

In Russia the idea of creating such a

museum had been proposed at the end of

the nineteenth century, owing to the

growth of interest in the country's cul

tural and historic heritage and the

increasing focus on architecture at

artistic and industrial exhibitions. This

was accompanied by more active profes

sional societies and a growing number

of architectural competitions. At that

time architectural material was col

lected primarily by the Academy of Arts,

the Imperial Hermitage, the Museum of

Old Petersburg (created by the Society of

Architects and Artists), and the Histor

ical and Polytechnical Museums, as well

as by state archives.

In early 1917, at the time of the Febru

ary Revolution, the Commission on

Cultural Affairs, headed by the writer

Maxim Gorky, published the famous

"Appeal for the Preservation of Works of

Art." As a result, the Moscow Archae

ological Society, which had in its

possession numerous architectural

monuments, took the initiative in pro

posing the creation of a museum of

architecture. In May 1918 the architec

tural division of the Commission on

the Preservation of Monuments of Art

and Antiquity of Moscow declared its

immediate goal "to create a grandiose

museum— a permanent exhibition, in

which the results of research on the

monuments of the Moscow region would

be housed: paintings, prints, measured

drawings, photographs, models, casts,

etc. We need to create a new type of

museum in which people would be able

to learn to comprehend the beauty of

architecture; we need to create pedes

trian passageways, galleries, entire

streets, where passers-by would sponta

neously come to appreciate the beauty of

the surrounding architectural riches in

graphic and artistic works. A museum

of Russian architectural art does not yet

exist. To create one—that is our immedi

ate duty."*

* Prom "The History of the Building of Soviet
Culture," Moscow, 1917-18, Iskusstvo (1964),
p. 155.
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Efforts to achieve this goal were under

taken in 1919 with the formation of an

organizational commission including

representatives of Narkompros (Na

tional Ministry of Education) and the

Moscow Council, as well as the

establishment of a department of

architecture within the ministry. This

new department, whose members in

cluded I. V. Zholtovsky (chairman),

A. V. Shchusev, 1. 1. Fiedler, and E. D.

Shorr, began work on the long-range or

ganization of a museum of architecture.

However, during the subsequent period

of the New Economic Program, when ex

penditures for culture were drastically

cut, the museum project came to a

standstill. Only later, after the formation

of a single creative organization— the

Union of Architects of the USSR—was

the project revived. In 1933 the

Museum of Architecture was established

as part of the National Academy of

Architecture.

With significant help from the academy,

the new museum assembled a collection

that included a large number of projects,

drawings, and prints from the State

Tretyakov Gallery, the State Historical

Museum, the Museum of Fine Arts, the

Hermitage, the State Russian Museum,

and other museums in Leningrad, as

well as from private collections. By 1935

the Museum of Architecture possessed a

total of 16,000 works, among them the

original projects of numerous major

Russian masters of the eighteenth and

nineteenth centuries. With the inclusion

of the collections of the Moscow

Archaeological Society (1909-17) and

the Central State Restoration Studios,

the museum was well on its way to

possessing the strongest and largest re

source of measured drawings of

Russian architectural monuments. In

1935 the museum was given the ensem

ble of buildings that made up the former

Don Monastery, itself an architectural

monument of the sixteenth to nine

teenth centuries.

From the outset, the museum was able

to grow into an important research in

stitution as a result of the participation

of distinguished architects and scholars.

More than two hundred expeditions

were organized throughout various

regions of the country, which helped

further the growth of the collection.

Upon the closing of the Central State

Restoration Studios in 1934, the mu

seum became the sole organization in

the Soviet Union devoted to the preser

vation and study of the country's

architectural heritage. Museum experts

measured and photographed numerous

old architectural monuments, many of

which were torn down during the re

construction of Moscow in the 1930s

and which now exist only as fragments.

Among these were the Church of Christ

Our Savior, the Sukharev Tower, the Red

Gates, and the Church of the Assump

tion on the Pokrovka.

In the years preceding World War II the

museum organized a research expedi

tion that traced the development of

native Russian architecture from the

tenth century A.D. to Soviet times. It

then became obvious that the museum

should continue to grow by creating

affiliate branches, to be based on the re

construction and restoration of famous

architectural ensembles that were fall

ing into ruin.* During the war and in

the years thereafter, a museum expedi

tion traveled to Novgorod and was able

to ensure the preservation of the ruins

of the Church of Spasa-na-Nereditse.

This expedition also undertook the

inspection of other architectural monu

ments, resulting in their subsequent

reconstruction. Thereafter the amassing

and scientific study of materials on Rus

sian architecture began to take on an

entirely new, more significant meaning.

In 1945 the decision was made to build

a new, independent State Museum of

Russian Architecture, separate from the

one already in existence. The country

estate Dom Talyzina, located on Kalinin

Prospect in the center of Moscow, was

designated as the site of the new mu

seum. A. V. Shchusev was appointed its

first director. Upon his death in 1949,

the museum was renamed in his honor.

* Reports of the Museum of Architecture, Issue

I. Moscow: Academy of Architecture of the

USSR, 1940.
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Following the closing of the National

Academy of Architecture, the Museum of

Architecture and the A. V. Shchusev

State Museum of Russian Architecture

were united. Today the museum's re

sources total approximately 700,000

objects, including about 200,000 exam

ples of architectural graphic art,

thousands of decorative-applied art

works, unusual furniture, and more

than 500,000 photographs and nega

tives of architectural monuments and

modern buildings.

The workshop-studios of prominent

architects such as Shchusev, Melnikov,

Zholtovsky, and the Vesnin brothers

have or will become affiliate branches of

the museum. In cooperation with the

Academy of Sciences of the USSR,

another of these branch museums is

currently being organized to display the

work of the noted Russian engineer

V. G. Shukov (1853—1939), who de

signed many unique architectural con

structions. His famous radio tower on

Shabolovka Street in Moscow will be

included in this museum, along with his

industrial constructions built in other

Soviet cities. These will be dismantled

and relocated to the museum for exhibi

tion. Yet another goal for future affiliate

museums is the reconstruction of

groups of architectural ensembles from

different regions of the USSR.

Of particular note among the museum's

resources is the collection of projects of

the Soviet avant-garde of the 1920s and

'30s. More than five hundred architec

tural competitions were held in the

USSR during that period, and materials

from the most prestigious of these com

petitions form the core of this collection.

Beginning with the Palace of Labor com

petition in Moscow, they became

veritable proving grounds for original

concepts and ideas that fostered new

creative directions in Soviet architec

ture. The ideas put forward by many of

these architects influenced their col

leagues within the Soviet Union as well

as architects throughout the world.

Competitions were the meeting places at

which the new came face to face with

the old, where new types of buildings

were formulated, such as "people's

houses" and workers' clubs. A search for

the prototypical "socialist" architectural

form was accomplished by means of pro

jects for the Palace of Labor (1922-23),

the Palace of Soviets of the USSR

(1931—33), and the People's Commissar

iat of Heavy Industry (1934—35).

In 1935 the museum acquired the first

papers in this collection of Soviet avant-

garde materials: the projects for the Pal

ace of Soviets competition, as well as

materials relating to other important

projects, notably the competition pro

jects for the V I. Lenin Library and for

the V. I. Nemirovich-Danchenko Music

Theater. In 1939 the museum acquired

all of the competition projects for the

People's Commissariat of Heavy

Industry.

Important additions to the museum dur

ing the 1960s and '70s were the creative

archives of major architects such as

Shchusev, the Vesnin brothers, M. V

Ginzburg, Zholtovsky, Fomin, V. F.

Krinsky, and B. M. Iofan, which were

donated either by the architects or their

families. I. I. Leonidov's projects for the

Palace of Culture were given to the mu

seum by the architect N. B. Sokolov, who

also donated his own project for a

health-resort hotel, which he had com

pleted in 1928 as a course assignment

while a student at the VKhUTEMAS. The

Moscow Architectural Institute donated

additional drawings by Krinsky, a gift

that significantly augmented the mu

seum's existing material relating to his

work. As a result of these many contri

butions, the Shchusev Museum has

become the central repository of

original materials documenting the

history of Soviet architecture.

I. A. Kazus

Acting Director

A. V. Shchusev State Research Museum

of Architecture

Translated from the Russian by

Andrew Stivelman
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Grigori Borisovich Barkhin Mikhail Grigorievich Barkhin

Born 1880 in Perm'; died 1969 in

Moscow

1901-08

Studied at the Architecture School of the
Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg under
Pomerantsev

1909-14

Assistant to R. Klein (Yusupov Tomb in
Arkhangelsk; interiors of the Pushkin
Museum of Fine Arts; Borodinsky Bridge
in Moscow)

From 1909

Taught in Moscow

1928-30

Editor-in-chief of the Annuals of the Mos
cow Architectural Society (MAO)

Main works to 1935:

1924-26

Competition projects for a people's home
and a spinning mill for Ivanovo-
Voznesensk (with M. Barkhin)

1926-27

"Built, the headquarters for the newspaper
Izvestiia in Moscow (with M. Barkhin)

1928-29

Built a sanatorium in Saki, Crimea (with
M. Barkhin)

Born 1906 in Bobruisk, son of Grigori

Barkhin; died 1986 in Moscow

1922-24

Studied at the Moscow Institute of Civil
Engineering under P. Golosov and

L. Vesnin

From 1930

Taught at the Moscow Architectural
Institute

Main works to 1935:

1924-29

Joint projects in Ivanovo-Voznesensk and
Saki (with his father, G. Barkhin)

1926-27

Built the headquarters building for the
newspaper Izvestiia in Moscow (with
G. Barkhin)

1929

Training center of the automobile factory
in Gorky (prize-winning competition pro
ject with G. Barkhin, partially executed)

1930-33

Project for V. Meyerhold Theater in
Moscow (with S. Vakhtangov)

1930-32

Competition projects for theaters in
Rostov-on-the-Don and Sverdlovsk; exten
sive town-planning work
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Andrei Evgenievich Belogrud

Born 1875 in Zhitomir; died 1933 in

Gatchina (near Leningrad)

1901-10

Studied at the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg under
L. Benois

1919-22

Rector of the Free Artistic Studios

(Svomas) in Petrograd (from 1921, the

Academy of Arts)

Main works:

1913-19

Built the Rozenshtein house and other

apartment buildings in Petrograd

1919

Competition project for a Workers' Palace
in Petrograd

1923

Competition project for the Palace of Labor
in Moscow

1924

Competition project for the Anglo-Russian

Trading Company (ARCOS) building in

Moscow

1925

Competition project for the Lenin House of

the People, Ivanovo-Voznesensk

lakov Georgievich Chernikhov

Born 1899 in Pavlograd (now

Dnepropetrovsk region); died 1951 in

Moscow

1917

Completed higher pedagogical courses at

the Academy of Arts in Petrograd

1925

Graduated from the Architecture School of

the Academy. Taught drawing at the

Leningrad Institute of Railway Engineers

Main works to 1935:

Throughout the 1920s

Architectural fantasies and other graphic

work, published in his books Fundamen

tals of Contemporary Architecture (1930

and 1931), Construction of Architectural

and Machine Forms (1931), and Architec

tural Fantasies: 101 Compositions (1933)

Late 1920s

Chemical factories and metallurgical

plants in Kiev, Leningrad, Kutaisi,

Dnepropetrovsk, Minsk, Novosibirsk, and
other cities

1931-32

Department store in Leningrad; chemical

plants in Novosibirsk and other cities

Vladimir Ivanovich Fidman

Born 1884; died 1949

1910

Graduated from the Architecture School of

the Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg

1918

Studied further under I. Zholtovsky at the

VKhUTEMAS in Moscow

1919

Member of Zhivskulptarkh

1921

Member of Inkhuk

1923

Member of the Association of New Archi
tects (ASNOVA)

Main works to 1935:

1919

Competition project for the Moscow

Crematorium (with Krinsky)

1925

Competition projects for the Institute of

Mineral Raw Materials, Moscow (alone),

and for the Republican Hospital in Sa

markand (with Fridman)

1928

Competition project for the Lenin Library

in Moscow (with Markov and Fridman)

1931

Competition project for the Palace of So
viets, Moscow

Ivan Alexandrovich Fomin

Born 1872 in Orel; died 1936 in Moscow

1894-97 and 1905-09

Studied at the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg under

L. Benois and V. Mate

1900

Assistant to Kekushev and Shekhtel in

Moscow; contributor to the journal Mir

Iskusstv a (The World of Art)

1919

Headed the first Soviet Architectural and

Planning Studio for the city of Petrograd

Main works:

191 1-14

Built the Polovtsev and Abamelek-Lazarev

Houses; New Petersburg development et al

in St. Petersburg

1919

Competition projects for the Workers'

Palace and Crematorium in Petrograd

1924

Competition projects for the Soviet pavil

ion at the 1925 Exposition des Arts

Decoratifs in Paris and the Sverdlov

monument in Moscow

1928-31

Built the Dynamo company building and

extension to the Mossoviet (Moscow Coun

cil) complex in Moscow; project for the

building for the People's Commissariat of

Transport and Communications in
Moscow

1934

Competition project for Narkomtiazhprom

building, Red Square, in Moscow

Daniil Fedorovich Fridman

Born 1887 in Odessa; died 1950 in

Moscow

1908-15

Studied at the Moscow School of Painting

Sculpture and Architecture

1927-32

Taught at the VKhUTEMAS and the Mos

cow Architectural Institute

1928

Member of the Union of Architects and

Urbanists (ARU)



Main works to 1935:

191 1-12

Built several private houses in Moscow

1913-19

Projects for commercial buildings in

Moscow, Nizhnyi Novgorod, and Orenburg

1921-22

Built a workers' housing district in

Tashkent

1923

Competition project for the Anglo-Russian

Trading Company (ARCOS) building in

Moscow (with Eikhenvald)

1925

Competition project for the Republican

Hospital in Samarkand (with Fidman)

1928

Competition project for the Lenin Library

in Moscow (with Markov and Fidman)

1931

Competition project for the replanning of

Moscow; project for Trubnaia Square in

Moscow (in an ARU team)

Alexander Ivanovich Gegello

Born 1891 in Ekaterinoslav (now

Dneprpetrovsk); died 1965 in Moscow

191 1-20

Studied architecture at the Institute of

Civil Engineers in St. Petersburg/Petrograd

1918-22

Studied at the Painting School of the Acad

emy of Arts in Petrograd under Bilibin

et al

1915-18

During studies worked as an architectural

assistant to Fomin

1924-31

Taught at the Second Polytechnical Insti

tute and the Institute of Communal

Construction in Leningrad

Main works to 1935:

1923

Projects for low-rise workers' housing in

Leningrad

1924

Competition project for the Anglo-Russian

Trading Company (ARCOS) building in

Moscow

1925-27

Built the Tractor Street housing district

(with Nikolsky, Simonov, and Krichevsky)

and the Moscow- Narva district House of

Culture (with Krichevsky), both in

Leningrad

1927-29

Built extensions to the Botkin Hospital,

Leningrad (with Krichevsky)

Vladimir Georgievich Gelfreikh

Born 1885 in Petersburg; died 1967 in

Moscow

1906-14

Studied at the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg under

L. Benois

Main works to 1935 (all with V. Shchuko):

1923-25

Built the Propylae (gatehouses) at the

Smolny Institute in Leningrad

1925

Built the Monument to Lenin at the

Finland Station in Leningrad

1928-52

Built the Lenin Library in Moscow

1932

Competition projects for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow, and from 1933,

assistant to B. Iofan on the final project

designs

Moisei lakovlevich Ginzburg

Born 1892 in Minsk; died 1946 in

Moscow

1914

Graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts

in Milan

1914-17

Studied in the Architectural Division of

the Riga Polytechnical Institute in

Moscow

From 1922

Taught in the Architectural Faculty at the

Moscow Higher Technical College (MVTU)

1924

Published Style and Epoch

1925-26

One of the founders of the Constructivist

architectural group, the Union of Contem

porary Architects (OSA), and an editor of

their journal, Sovremennaia arkhltektura

(Contemporary Architecture)

1932

Elected to the Board of the Union of Soviet

Architects

Main works to 1935:

1922-27

Numerous competition projects, including

the Palace of Labor, Orgametal building,

and the House of Textiles in Moscow

1928-30

Built the experimental housing complex

for the People's Commissariat of Finance,

Narkomfin, in Moscow (with I. Milinis)

1928-31

Competition project for the government

building in Alma-Ata (with I. Milinis)

(executed)

1931-32

Competition projects for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow (with S. Lisagor and

G. Gassenpflug)

1933

Competition project for the Nemirovich-

Danchenko Theater in Moscow (with

G. Gassenpflug)

1934

Competition project for the Narkom-

tiazhprom building, Red Square, in

Moscow
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Ilia Alexandrovich Golosov

Born 1883 in Moscow; died 1945 in

Moscow

1912

Graduated from the Moscow School of

Painting, Sculpture and Architecture

From 1919

Taught at the Moscow Higher Technical

College (MVTU), then at the VKhUTEMAS

and at the Moscow Architectural Institute

Member of the Union of Contemporary

Architects (OSA)

Main works to 1935:

1923

Competition project for the Palace of Labor

in Moscow; built Far Eastern Pavilion at

the All-Russian Agricultural and Hand

icraft Industries Exhibition in Moscow

1924

Competition projects for the Soviet pavil

ion at the Exposition des Arts Decoratifs

in Paris, 1925; the Leningrad Pravda build

ing in Moscow; the Lenin House of the

People in Ivanovo-Voznesensk

1926

Zuev Workers' Club in Moscow (executed);

competition projects for the Central Tele

graph and Electrobank buildings in
Moscow

1928

Project for communal housing in

Stalingrad

1932

Competition project for the Palace of So

viets in Moscow

Panteleimon Alexandrovich Golosov

Born 1882 in Moscow; died 1945 in

Moscow

191 1

Graduated from the Moscow School of

Painting, Sculpture and Architecture

From 1918

Taught at the State Free Artistic Studios

(Svomas) and subsequently at the

VKhUTEMAS and the Moscow Architec
tural Institute

Main works to 1935:

1919

Worked under Shchusev and Zholtovsky on

Moscow city planning

1923

Series of pavilions for the All-Russian

Agricultural and Handicraft Industries

Exhibition in Moscow

1930-34

Built the headquarters and printing works

of the newspaper Pravda in Moscow

Georgi Pavlovich Golts

Born 1893 in Bolshevo near Moscow;

died 1946 in Moscow

1913-15

Studied at the Moscow School of Painting,

Sculpture and Architecture

1919

After war service resumed study, in the

VKhUTEMAS under Ladovsky

1922

Graduation project won him a trip to Italy

From 1926

Member of the Moscow Architectural
Society (MAO)

Main works to 1935:

1923

Participated in the design and construc

tion of the All-Russian Agricultural and

Handicraft Industries Exhibition in
Moscow

1927-35

Worked in collaboration with Zholtovsky,

particularly on industrial projects

1930

Competition project for the Palace of Cul

ture of the Proletarsky district in Moscow

(MAO team with Parusnikov and Sobolev)

1931

Competition project for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow

1934

Project for reconstruction of the Kamernyi

Theater in Moscow

Boris Mikhailovich loffan

Born 1891 in Odessa; died 1976 in

Moscow

1903-1 1

Studied painting and sculpture at the

Odessa Arts School

1914-19

Studied architecture at the Higher Insti

tute of Fine Arts and at the Higher School

of Engineering in Rome; was an assistant

to the architect Brazini

Main works to 1935:

1916-22

Built several private houses in the suburbs

of Rome; Ambroggia Chapel at the San

Lorenzo Cemetery in Rome

1925

Competition project for workers' housing

on Rusakovskaia Street in Moscow

(executed)

1928-31

Built housing and amenities complex for

Communist Party officials on Serafimovich

Street in Moscow (with D. M. Iofan)

1931-33

Winning entry in the Palace of Soviets

competition in Moscow, progressed to

working drawings with Shchuko, Gelfreikh

et al thereafter (begun, not completed)

Alexander lakovlevich Karra

Born 1904; died 1944

Member of the Association of New Archi

tects (ASNOVA) and, after its formation in

1929, of the Proletarian Architects' Organ
ization (VOPRA)

Main works to 1935:

1931

Competition projects for the first stage of

the Palace of Soviets in Moscow (as part of

the team of VOPRA architects under

ALabian) and for the second stage

independently

1932

Competition project for a Palace of Labor

in Moscow (with Lamtsov and Egorychev)

Member of the Union of Contemporary

Architects (OSA)



Nikolai lakovlevich Kolli

Born 1894 in Moscow; died 1966 in

Moscow

1922

Graduated from the VKhUTEMAS in

Moscow

Main works to 1935:

1918

Participated in the decoration of Moscow

for the first anniversary of the Revolution,

designing a symbolic construction, The

Red Wedge, for Revolution Square

1923

Worked on pavilions for the All-Russian

Agricultural and Handicraft Industries

Exhibition in Moscow

1927-32

Participated in the planning for the

Dneproges (Dnepr Hydroelectric Station),

under the direction of V. Vesnin

1928-36

As executive architect in Moscow for the

construction of Le Corbusier's

Tsentrosoyuz building, worked in his Paris

office, 1928-29, and supervised the project

until completion

Lidia Konslanlinovna Komarova

Born 1902 in Ivanovo-Voznesensk

1922-29

Studied at the VKhUTEMAS under

H. Ladovsky and later A. Vesnin

1929-30

Member of the editorial board of the jour

nal, Sovremennaia arkhitektura

(Contemporary Architecture)

Member of the Union of Contemporary

Architects (OSA)

Main works to 1935:

1929

Graduation project for the Comintern

building in Moscow

1931

Competition project for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow (with I. Vainshtein and

Iu. Mushinksy)

1932

Competition project with other Construc-

tivists for a cultural, residential, and

sports complex, Krasnaia Presnia district,

in Moscow
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Vladimir Fedorovich Krinsky

Born 1890 in Riazan; died 1971 in

Moscow

Georgi Tikhonovich Krutikov

Born 1899 in Voronezh; died 1958 in

Moscow

1910-17

Studied at the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg

1919

Member of the Zhivskulptarkh group

1920-30

Taught at the VKhUTEMAS (one of the

directors of the basic course)

From 1921

Member of the Institute of Artistic Culture

(Inkhuk) in Moscow

From 1930

Taught at the Moscow Architectural

Institute

One of the founders of the Association of

Hew Architects (ASHOVA)

Main works to 1935:

1919

Competition project for a crematorium in

Moscow (with Fidman)

1920-23

Experimental research projects: "Color

and Form," "Color and Spatial Composi

tion," "Color and Graphic Composition";

skyscraper project for Vesenkha head

quarters on Lubianskaia Square (now

Dzerzhinsky Square) in Moscow

1923-24

Competition projects for the Palace of

Labor and the building for the Anglo-

Russian Trading Company (ARCOS) in

Moscow; project for the Lenin House of the

People in Ivanovo-Voznesensk; the Lenin

Mausoleum

1931

Project for the Palace of Soviets in Moscow

1922-28

Studied at the VKhUTEMAS

Member of the Association of Hew Archi

tects (ASHOVA) and the Association of

Architects and Urbanists (ARU)

Main works to 1935:

1928

Graduation project for a "Flying City"

1929-30

Competition project for a Palace of Culture

in the Proletarsky district in Moscow (in

an ARU team)

1930

Competition project for a socialist city and

for the Avtostroi automobile building com

bine in Hizhnyi Hovogorod (with Lavrov

and Popov)

1931

Competition project for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow (in an ARU team)

1933-39

Competition project for the Hemirovich-

Danchenko Music Theater in Moscow

(partially executed)

Nikolai Alexandrovich Ladovsky

Born 1881 in Moscow; died 1941 in

Moscow

1914-17

Studied at the Moscow School of Painting,

Sculpture and Architecture

1919

Member of the Zhivskulptarkh group

From 1920

Taught at the VKhUTEMAS (one of the

directors of the basic course)

From 1921

Member of the Institute of Artistic Culture

(Inkhuk) in Moscow

1923

Principal theorist of the Rationalist

approach and one of the founders of the

Association of Hew Architects (ASHOVA).

Editor, with El Lissitzky, of their journal,

Izvestiia ASNOVA (ASHOVA Hews), 1926



1928

Founder of the Union of Architects and
Urbanists (ARU)

1932

Elected to the Board of the Union of Soviet
Architects

Main works to 1935:

1919-20

Experimental projects of dynamic
compositions

1929-30

Project for the layout of a labor commune
in the settlement of Kostino; "Parabola"
project for the reconstruction of Moscow;
competition project for the "Green City"
near Moscow

1931

Competition projects for the Palace of
Soviets in Moscow

Ivan Vasilevich Lamtsov

Born 1899 in Filippovichi (now Riazan

region)

1916-18

Studied at the Moscow School of Painting,
Sculpture and Architecture

1926

Graduated from the VKhUTEMAS; contin
ued as a teacher there and later at the
Moscow Architectural Institute

Member of the Association of New Archi
tects (ASNOVA)

Main works of the 1920s:

1921-23

VKhUTEMAS assignments on the
manifestations of dynamics, rhythm,
relationships, and proportions (under
N. Ladovsky)

1923

Contributed to the All-Russian Agricultu
ral and Handicraft Industries Exhibition
in Moscow

1924

Red Stadium project in the Vorobev Moun
tains in Moscow (part of a team of
VKhUTEMAS students); awarded a Grand
Prix at the Exposition des Arts Decoratifs
in Paris, 1925

1926

Sports club Krasnye Khamovniki in
Moscow (project with V. Petrov; partially
executed)

Ivan llich Leonidov

Born 1902 in Babino (now Kalinin

region); died 1959 in Moscow

1921-27

Studied at the VKhUTEMAS under
A. Vesnin and continued to teach there un
til 1930. Member of the Union of
Contemporary Architects (ISA) and the
editorial board of the journal Sovremen-
naia arkhitektura (Contemporary
Architecture)

Main works to 1935:

1926

Student project for the headquarters and
printing works of the newspaper Izvestiia
in Moscow

1927

Graduation project for the Lenin Institute
of Librarianship in the Lenin Hills in
Moscow

1928

Experimental project for a Workers' Club of
New Social Type

1928-29

Competition projects for a film factory,
industrial headquarters building, and the
Tsentrosoyuz building in Moscow

1930

Competition projects for the Palace of
Culture of the Proletarsky district of Mos
cow, and for the workers' settlement at the
Magnitogorsk industrial combine

Konstantin Stepanovich Melnikov

Born 1890 in Moscow; died 1976 in

Moscow

1905-17

Studied at the Moscow School of Painting,
Sculpture and Architecture

1918-20

Worked in the planning studio of the
Moscow Council (Mossoviet) under
Zholtovsky and Shchusev

1921-23

Taught at the VKhUTEMAS

Main works to 1935:

1922

Competition projects for workers' housing
and for the Palace of Labor in Moscow

1923

Built the Makhorka Pavilion for the All-
Russian Agricultural and Handicraft
Industries Exhibition in Moscow

1924-25

Competition projects for the Moscow bu
reau of the newspaper Leningrad Pravda;
for the USSR Pavilion of the Exposition des
Arts Decoratifs in Paris, 1925 (executed)

1927-31

Built the Rusakov Club, the Kauchuk (Rub
ber) Factory Club, the Gorky Palace of
Culture, the Burevesnik Factory Club in
Moscow, three bus garages, and his own
private house in Moscow

1932

Competition project for the Palace of
Soviets in Moscow (ignored by jury)

1934

Competition project for the Narkom-
tiazhprom building, Red Square, in
Moscow

1934

Competition project for the Narkom-
tiazhprom building, Red Square, in
Moscow



137

Mikhail Adolfovich Minkus

Born 1905 in Odessa; died 1963 in

Turku (Finland)

1923-25

Studied in the Architecture Faculty of the

Odessa Arts School while working as assis

tant to his father, A. Minkus

1925-30

Studied in the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts, Leningrad, also working

for Fomin and Shchuko

From 1930

Worked in Moscow

Member of Moscow Architectural Society

(MAO)

Main works to 1935:

1923

Competition project for the Palace of Labor

in Moscow (with A. Minkus)

1924

Competition project for the Anglo-Russian

Trading Company (ARCOS) building in

Moscow (with A. Minkus)

1926

Competition project for the House of

Textiles in Moscow (with A. Minkus)

1928

Pre-graduation project for a bus garage

1928-29

Built the Kiev state shoe factory (with

A. Minkus)

1931

Various projects for bus and car garages

1934

Competition project for the Narkom-

tiazhprom building, Red Square, in

Moscow (in Fomin's team)

Mikhail Ivanovich Motylev

Born 1891 in Moscow; died 1969

1! 91 6

Graduated from the Moscow School of

Painting, Sculpture and Architecture

1919

Graduated from the Painting School of the

Academy of Arts in Petrograd. Worked in

the architectural offices of Pomerantsev

and Shchusev

From 1934

Taught in the Moscow Architectural

Institute

Main works to 1935:

1926-27

Built workers' housing complexes on

Rusakovskaia, Dubrovskaia, Boevskaia,

Novo-Riazanskaia streets and other sites

in Moscow (in a municipal design team)

1929

Built a communal housing development on

Liusinovskaia Street in Moscow

1929-33

Built the Bolshaia Dangerovka housing

district in Moscow (in a design team)

Leonid Nikolaevich Pavlov

Born 1909 in Manglis, Georgia

1930

Graduated from the VKhUTEMAS, where

he studied under V. Vesnin and Leonidov;

continued to teach there through change

to Moscow Architectural Institute in 1934

Student member of the Constructivist

architects' group, OSA (from May 1930:

SASS)

Main works to 1935:

1929-30

Project for an intercollegiate design com

petition for a student housing commune in

Leningrad; student project done in

Leonidov's studio (with N. Pavlov)

1929-31

Series of projects for rebuilding Moscow

squares (in an OSA—SASS team)

1931

Competition projects for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow (member of two SASS

teams)

Vladimir Alexeevich Shchuko

Born 1878 in Berlin; died 1939 in

Moscow

1896-1904

Studied in the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg

1905-07

Traveled to Turkey, Greece, and Italy. Took

part in exhibitions of The World of Art

group

1908-1 1

Set designer at the Old Theater in St.

Petersburg

191 1

Architect of the Russian pavilions at inter

national exhibitions in Paris and Rome.

Made Academician

Main works to 1935:

1914

Built the Memorial Hall at the Academy of

Arts in Petrograd

1917-20

Participated in mass-propaganda work,

including a Monument to Heroes of the

Revolution in Helsinki and the decoration

of Petrograd during the festivals commem

orating the Revolution

1918

Active member of the Architectural Sub

section of IZO, the arts administration of

the Commissariat of Enlightenment

From 1919

Director of the architecture studio at the

State Free Studios (Svomas) in Petrograd

1923

Built the Foreign Section Pavilions at the

Ail-Russian Agricultural and Handicraft

Industries Exhibition in Moscow

1926

Built the monument to Lenin at the Fin

land Station in Leningrad (with Gelfreikh)

1928

First project for the Lenin State Library of

the USSR in Moscow (with Gelfreikh;

executed)

1932

Competition projects for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow (with Gelfreikh). From

1933, deputy project director to B. Iofan

on the final designs

 \ ��
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Alexei Viktorovich Shchusev

Born 1873 in Kishinev; died 1949 in

Moscow

1891-97

Studied in the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg

1920

Taught at the VKhUTEMAS

From 1921

President of the Moscow Architectural
Society (MAO)

1926-29

Director of the State Tretyakov Gallery

Main works to 1935:

1908-12

Church restoration projects; Marfo-

Marinsky Church in Moscow and private
houses built

Nikolai Borisovich Sokolov

Born 1904 in St. Petersburg

1925-30

Studied at the VKhUTEMAS, latterly under
A. Vesnin

Member of the Constructivists' architec
tural group, OSA

Main works to 1935:

1928

Student project for a health-resort hotel

1930

Competition project for workers' settle

ment at the Magnitogorsk industrial

combine (in an OSA team)

1931-32

Project for the planning of Chardzhui (in a
team)

191 1

Design for the Kazan Station in Moscow

(building continued until 1941)

1913-14

Russian Pavilion at the international

exhibition in Venice

1923

With Zholtovsky planned and supervised

the Ail-Russian Agricultural and Handi

craft Industries Exhibition in Moscow

1924

First temporary mausoleum for Lenin on

Red Square in Moscow

1925

Competition project for the Central Tele

graph building in Moscow

1926-30

Final design and building of the Lenin

Mausoleum

1927-28

Built the Novaia Matsesta sanatorium in
Sochi

The Vesnin Brothers

Alexander Alexandrovich Vesnin

Born 1883 in Yurevets; died 1959 in

Moscow

1907-1 1

Studied painting in the studios of

Tsionglinsky and Yuon

1903-12

Studied architecture at the Institute of

Civil Engineering in St. Petersburg

191 1

First exhibited as a painter

1912-13

Shared a studio with V. Tatlin in Moscow

1918

Decorated Red Square for May 1 festivities
(with V Vesnin)

1928-33

Built the Agricultural Commissariat head

quarters, Narkomzen, in Moscow

1929-30

Project for the Government Center in

Samarkand

1919-20

Set designer for the Maly Theater in

Moscow

From 1921

Member of the Institute of Artistic Culture
(Inkhuk) in Moscow

1921

Participated in the "5x5 = 25"

exhibition of Constructivist artists

1921-23

Set designer for the Kamernyi (Chamber)

Theater in Moscow, including pioneering

Constructivist designs such as those for

G. K. Chesterton's The Man Who Was

Thursday, exhibited at the Exposition des

Arts Decoratifs, Paris, 1925, winning

"honorable mention"

1921-25

Taught at the VKhUTEMAS in Moscow

From 1925

Co-chairman with M. Ginzburg of the Con

structivist architects' group, the Union of

Contemporary Architects (OSA); from

1926, co-editor with Ginzburg of their

journal, Sovremennaia arkhitektura (Con
temporary Architecture)

Leonid Alexandrovich Vesnin

Born 1880 in Yurevets; died 1933 in

Moscow

1900-09

Studied in the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg under
L. Benois

From 1923

Professor at the Moscow Higher Technical
College (MVTU)

From 1925

Member of the Union of Contemporary

Architects (OSA)

Main individual works:

1918-19

Shatursk electric power station and

related housing

1921-22

Design and construction of a series of

workers' settlements

1931-33

Competition projects for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow



Viktor Alexandrovich Vesnin

Born 1882 in Yurevets; died 1933 in

Moscow

1901-12

Studied architecture at the Institute of

Civil Engineering in St. Petersburg

1906-09

Worked in the Moscow architectural

offices of Ivanov-Shits and R. Klein

1913-14

Spent in Italy

1918

Decorated Red Square for May 1 celebra

tion (with A. Vesnin)

From 1923

Professor at both the Moscow Higher

Technical College (MVTU) and the

VKhUTEMAS

From 1925

Member of the Union of Contemporary

Architects (OSA)

1932

Elected to the Board of the Union of Soviet

Architects

Main individual works to 1935:

1915

Built chemical plants in Tambov province

and near Kineshma

1918-19

Built the Chernorechensky super

phosphate factory in Rastiapik and a

chemical factory in Saratov

1925

Built the Institute of Mineral Raw

Materials in Moscow

1926-27

Built the Agricultural Bank building,

Ivselbank, in Ivanovo-Voznesensk

Main Architectural Works Done by A., L.,

and V. Vesnin Together, to 1935:

1910-13

In the offices of older architects, built vari

ous commercial and banking buildings in

Moscow; facade of the Central Post Office

1914

Built a house for D. Sorotkin, Nizhnyi

Novgorod

1923

Competition project for the Palace of Labor

in Moscow

1924

Competition projects for the Moscow bu

reau of the newspaper Leningrad Pravda

(A. and V. Vesnin only) and the Anglo-

Russian Trading Company (ARCOS) build

ing in Moscow

1927

Built the Mostorg department store,

Krasnaia Presnia, in Moscow (A. and L.

Vesnin only)

1928-29

A series of commissioned projects for the

Lenin Library in Moscow

1931-37

Commissioned design, partly executed, for

the Palace of Culture of the Proletarsky

district in Moscow

1932-33

Competition projects for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow

1934

Competition projects for the Narkom-

tiazhprom building, Red Square, in

Moscow

Ivan Vladislavovich Zholtovsky

Born 1867 in Pinsk (near Brest); died

1959 in Moscow

1887-98

Studied in the Architecture School of the

Academy of Arts in St. Petersburg

From 1900

Member of Moscow Architectural Society

(MAO)

1900-32

Taught in the Stroganov Arts and Crafts

School, continuing when it became part of

the VKhUTEMAS

1932

Elected to the Board of the Union of Soviet

Architects

Main works to 1935:

1903-05

Built the clubhouse of the Horse Racing

Club, Moscow

1909-10

Built the mansion of G. Tarasov in Moscow

191 1-12

Built a textile factory in Kostroma region

1923

With Shchusev, planned and supervised

the Ail-Russian Agricultural and Handi

craft Industries Exhibition in Moscow;

built several pavilions

1925-26

Built the Soviet pavilion at the Milan

international exhibition, visiting Italy

1927-28

Built the generator building of the Moscow

Central Power Station (MOGES)

1931-33

Competition projects for the Palace of

Soviets in Moscow

1933-34

Built, the apartment building "on the

Mokhovaia" in Moscow
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