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OSKAR K0K0SCHKAf FAMOUS EXPRESSIONIST PAINTER, SEEN IN RETROSPECTIVE 

EXHIBITION AT MUSEUM 

The first major retrospective exhibition in New York of the well-known 

Austrian expressionist Oskar Kokoschka will be on view at the Museum of 

Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, from July 20 to September 28, More than 

JO paintings, an early sculpture and a selection of prints and book 

illustrations summarize the artist* s career of l|0 years. Loans from 

European and American museums include 5 major works from The Austrian 

State Picture Gallery never before exhibited in this country. Two 

recent canvases are to arrive from Switzerland in time for the New York 

opening* The exhibition was assembled for circulation by the Boston 

Institute of Contemporary Art and has been shown in 1| other American 

cities. It Is to be installed in the first floor galleries by Margaret 

Miller of the Museum of Modern Art's Department of Painting and Sculp

ture. 

A personality of great and diverse talents, Kokoschka has fought 

throughout his stormy career as a pamphleteer, playwright and painter 

for the freedom of the artist and the integrity of the individual. The 

first of the "degenerate" artists in the Hitler sense of the word, he 

| estimates that the Nazis destroyed perhaps one-third of his total work. 

The artist's portraits show us the personalities involved in the intel

lectual ferment of pre-World War I Vienna, as well as of the doomed 

. pre-Hitler German generation. Magnificent views of some of the world's 

most fascinating places round out his particular vision. 

Together with the French Georges Rouault and the German Max Beck-

• mann, the Austrian Oskar Kokoschka forms the so-called "trinity" of 

contemporary expressionist painters. The use of distortion and elong

ation, the bold immediacy of colors, the overemphasized gesture and the 

1 newly revitalized symbolism are all characteristics of expressionist 

art and of Oskar Kokoschka1s painting in particular. 

The tempestuous story of Kokoschka's life is as fascinating as his 

work. He was born in 1886 at Pbchlarn, Austria. Though his family was 

often In material want, his father, a goldsmith, and his strongly 

intuitive mother early instilled Into their three children a love of 

nature and an enthusiasm for philosophy, literature and music. Though 


