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THE ARTS FOR TELEVISION

April 20 - May 30, 1989

Opening at The Museum of Modern Art on April 20, 1989, THE ARTS FOR
TELEVISION is the first exhibition of its kind to examine television as a forum
for the contemporary arts. This international survey of videotapes by
sixty-seven artists is presented in weekly thematic programs: dance, music,
theater, literature, video imaging, and experimental television (schedule
attached). The exhibition is on view through May 30 in the Edward John Noble
Education Center.

Created between 1966 and 1987, the videos represented in the exhibition
are examples of alternative programming produced specially for television.
These include American productions from WGBH-TV, Boston; WNET-TV, New York; and
KTCA-TV, San Francisco; and programs from Austria, Belgium, France, Germany,
Great Britain, Italy, Japan, The Netherlands, and Yugoslavia. Tapes range in
length from three minutes to over an hour.

In Dance For Television (April 20 - 25), nine tapes demonstrate the use of
television’s abstract space. Included are works by choreographers Trisha
Brown, James Byrne, Merce Cunningham, and Mary Lucier, among others. Music For
Television (April 27 - May 2) presents sixteen works by such videomakers as
Laurie Anderson, Robert Ashley, Kit Fitzgerald, and Robert Longo, who examine
music as a means to liberate the image from narrative constraint.

In Theater For Television (May 4 - 9), producers Magazzini Criminali, The
Wooster Group, and Robert Wilson challenge the traditional rules of drama and

stage production by experimenting with the medium of video. Among the seven
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