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John E. Abbott, Director of the Museum of Modern Art Film 

Library, and Iris Barry, its Curator, sail on the Georgic Saturday, 

gay 16, for a stay of several months abroad. Their trip will take 

them to London, Paris, Berlin, Hanover and Moscow on a search for 

noteworthy foreign films to add to the collection of the Film Library. 

Their departure occurs, almost to the day, on the first anniversary 

of the Film Library. On May 17, 1935, the Rockefeller Foundation 

gave a grant to the Museum of Modern Art to establish such a Library. 

Mr. John Hay Whitney, President of the Film Library, has issued a 

statement summarising briefly the work of the Film Library during its 

first year. 

"The Film Library was established,'1 said Mr. Whitney, "to 

assemble, catalog and preserve as complete a record as possible in 

the actual films themselves of all types of noteworthy motion pic

tures made in this country or abroad from 1894 to the present day 

and to circulate these films to museums, colleges and study groups 

throughout the country. In its first season, the Library has issued 

two series of five programs each, which have been shown by fifty-two 

institutions in twenty-one states and have been seen by approximately 

80,000 persons. During April and May 1936 the programs were exhibited 

on an average of seventeen times a week. 

"Each program is scheduled to arrive the day before exhibition 

at the institution showing it and consists of the films themselves 

preceded by explanatory subtitles of fact and comment prepared by the 

Film Library. Printed program notes sufficient for audience distribu

tion and complete musical scores for silent films, compiled and print

ed by the Film Library, are sent in advance. All films are shipped 

from New York, each being returned for inspection before reshipment. 

Next season, to avoid tying up films exhibited beyond the Mississippi 

ftiver, we will establish intermediary shipping and inspection points 

ir* the Middle West and on the Pacific Coast. 


