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THE M U S E U M OF M O D E R N ART 
11 WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK 

TELEPHONE: CI RCLE 7-7470 
FOR RELEASE Wednesday, October 21, 1936 

The Museum of Modern Art* 11 West 53 Street * announces that it will open to 

the public on Wednesday, October 21, a retrospective exhibition of the works of 

John Marin, the noted American artist. The exhibition, directed by Alfred Stieg-

litz, will fill the first and second floors of the Museum and will be composed 

of more than one hundred eighty watercolors, drawings, etchings and oils. The 

exhibition will be open to the public through Sunday, November 22. 

John Marin was born in Rutherford, New Jersey, December 23, 1870. His 

paternal grandfather was French; his maternal ancestors, of English descent, 

settled in New York and New Jersey before the Revolution. Marin attended the 

public schools and Stevens Institute in New Jersey. After a year at Stevens 

Institute he had several odd jobs, then worked for four y^ars in architectsr 

offices. For a short period he was a free-lance architect. From the time he 

was fifteen until he was nearly thirty, he made sketching tours through several 

eastern states, in middle western cities including Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, 

Milwaukee, St, Paul, and along Lake Michigan and in the Mississippi Basin, 

From 1899 to 1901 Marin studied at the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts 

in Philadelphia, and from 1901 to 1903 at the Art Students' League in New York, 

He went abroad in 1905, making Paris his headquarters. Each year thereafter un

til his final return to America in 1911 he made a European trip, including in his 

itineraries Amsterdam, Venice, Rome, Florence, Genoa, London, Bruges, Antwerp, 

Brussels, Strasbourg, Nuremberg, the Belgian Coast, and the Austrian Tyrol. 

In 1900 Marin won a prize for "original" sketches at the Pennsylvania Academy. 

In 1906 his oil, The Mills of Meaux. was purchased for the Luxembourg, His work 

was shown in the Salon d 'Automne of 1908, and ho exhibited oil paintings in the 

Salon des Independents of 1909, About this time he met Edward Steichen who as 

a member of the Photo-Secession Group in New York sent some of Marin's work to 

the Photo-Secession Gallery, Alfred Stieglitz was Director of the Group and of 

the gallery. Since thpt time Marin's entire output has been shown annually 

somenow, somewhere by Mr. Stieglitz, Ten of his watercolors were shown in the 

Salon d'Automne of 1910, and his work was exhibited in the Armory Show in New 

York in 1913, His work has been included in many important exhibitions in this 

country and abroad. 

The catalog of John Marin's works which the Museum will publish concurrently 

with the exhibition includes, in addition to six color prints and 41 black-and-

white reproductions of his paintings, a preface by Alfred H, Barr, Jr,, Director 


