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The Museum of Modern Art Film Library announces the acquisition 

of thirteen British documentary films, produced in England during the 

past three years. These will be circulated throughout the country by 

the Film Library as examples of a new method of film technique that is 

opening up a fresh field for the motion picture--*the function of social 

analysis. Since 1985, fact films dramatizing the daily life, work, and 

environment of ordinary citizens have been made by several countries, 

notably Russia, France, and Germany. America, which developed the 

forerunners of the documentary film such as Nanook, Grass, and Moana, 

beta- baen_-s4rcwer to us© the fact film as a soeial doftumant, although 

The Plough That Broke The Plains . issued in 1936 by the Resettlement 

Administration, and"The March of Time", which dramatizes news events 

and social conditions, are noteworthy examples of this type.) It is in 

England, however, that the production of documentary films has been 

most highly developed as a form of social comments 

The British documentary films acquired by the Film Library have 

been brought here by Paul Rotha, a leader in the movement in England. 

Of these films Mr, Rotha says: "The first British documentary, John 

Grierson's Drifters, was a factual yet dramatic picture of the North Sea 

fishing fleets. The increasing interest in public affairs in England 

since the depression has created a new and popular field for the docu­

mentary film, the field of social analysis. While unemployment, trade, 

eduoation, transportation, and communication have been discussed in 

Parliament and the press, the living fact of each has been brought to 

the screen, making audiences conscious of their vital conoern in con* 

temporary problems. 

"Financed by Government Departments, subsidized by industry and 

public services, these films plead for recognition of the duty of coop­

eration which is the first necessity of a modern democratic civilization. 

Concerned with the special problems of our country, British documenta­

ries have not hitherto been exported to the United States. The interest 

of American educational leaders in those recently brought here indicates 

that they will create widespread interest in the United States.11 

The British documentary films acquired by the Museum of Modern Art 

Film Library are as follows: 
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