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JHE MUSEUM OF MODERN ART 

HEW YORK 

SARAH NEWMEYER, PUBLICITY DIRECTOR 

71 WEST 53rd STREET 

TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 5 - 8 9 0 0 

CABLES: MODERNART, NEW-YORK 

September 5, 1941. 

TO Art Editors 
City Editors 
Photography Editors 

Dear Sirs: 

You are invited to come or send a representative to a 

PRESS PREVIEW 
on Tuesday, September 9, 1941 
from 2 to 6 P.M. 

of two exhibitions 

D. 0. HILL: Portrait Photographs 1845-1848 

and 

THE WOODEN HOUSE IN AMERICA: An Exhibition of Domestic 
Architecture 

at The Museum of Modern Art 
11 West 55 St., Now York. 

Both these exhibitions will open to the public Wednesday, September 10, 
and will be on view- for approximately one month. 

For further information will you please telephone m3 at Circle 5-8900. 

Sincerely yours, 

Sarah Newraeyer 
Publicity Director 
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L-HE M U S E U M OF M O D E R N ART 
I , WEST 53RD STREET, NEW YORK 

I uEpHONE: CIRCLE 5 - 8 9 0 0 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

MUSEUM OF MODERN ART SHOWS WORK OF EARLY PHOTOGRAPHER 

Forty photographs, chiefly portraits and all of them nearly 

a century old, compose the exhibition David Octavlus Hill; Portrait 

Photographs 1843-1848 which opens to the public at the Museum of 

Modern Art, 11 West 53 Street, Wednesday, September 10, to remain on 

view through October 19. These photographs, the earliest of which 

were made only four years after the invention of photography, are 

remarkable documents of camera work, taking a place in the history 

of photography comparable to that of the G-utenburg Bible in the his

tory of typography. 

But it is for their artistic quality rather than for their 

archaeological significance that these forty prints, chosen from the 

collection of Heinrich Schwarz of Buffalo, New York, are exhibited. 

They represent perhaps the first use of photography as a medium of 

artistic expression, and form a part of its rich tradition. This is 

the first of a series of exhibitions outlining the esthetic develop

ment of photography which the Museum will hold from time to time. 

The exhibition has been assembled and installed by Beaumont Newhall, 

Curator of the Museum1s Department of Photography. 

David Octavius Hill, a painter of Edinburgh, Scotland, was 

born in Perth in 1802 and died in Edinburgh in 1870. He was a 

founder of the Scottish Academy of Painting, Sculpture and Architec

ture. In 1843 he received a commission to paint a group portrait of 

the five hundred odd clergymen and laymen who gathered in Edinburgh 

in that year to found the United Free Church of Scotland. To assist 

him in painting this colossal group picture, Hill, who had previously 

experimented with photography, turned to the new medium as a quick 

and efficient way of taking notes on the physical features of his 

multitude of sitters. He enlisted the aid of Robert Adamson who, 

until his death in 1848, continued to assist Hill in his photographic 


